


Houston County Commissioners Meeting

July 16, 2013

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 16, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Houston County District Attorney George Hartwig, Solid Waste Superintendent Terry Dietsch, Utilities Service Manager Jeff Chandler, Purchasing Director Mark Baker, Solicitor-General Amy Smith, County Attorney Mike Long, C.J. Walker (Secretary Houston County Bar Association), Jocelyn Daniell (President-Houston County Bar Association), Kellye Moore (Vice President-Houston County Bar Association) Flint Energies Vice-President Jimmy Autry, Walton and Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Commissioner Walker led the audience in the Invocation.

Sgt. Maj. Keith Davis, USMC, led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of his military career.  He currently serves with Marine Aircraft Group 49-Detachment A on Robins Air Force Base.  He has served for 24 years and plans to achieve 30 years before retirement.  He has been deployed overseas many times to various countries in his career and expressed an appreciation for the many diverse cultures that he has experienced.  Married to wife Pam, herself a retired Marine with 20 years of service, and with one son, he is a family man who appreciates seeing his family the most when returning to the United States from each deployment.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of July 2, 2013. 

Kellye Moore, Vice-President of the Houston County Bar Association, presented the Board with the Law Day award which the Bar Association won this year at the State of Georgia Bar Association’s annual meeting.  Chairman Stalnaker accepted the award and announced plans to display it at the Courthouse in Perry alongside the Law Day Proclamation.  Ms. Moore was accompanied by Jocelyn Daniell, President of the Houston County Bar Association, Amy Smith, Solicitor General and past president, and C.J. Walker, Secretary of the association.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to hire Crystal Frost as a Legal Secretary in the District Attorney’s office at a Grade 13-Step D at $32,385.60 annually effective August 6, 2013.
Director of Administration Barry Holland held a second reading on an alcohol license application for the Bottom’s Up Liquor store.

Mr. Walker asked County Attorney Tom Hall if he should abstain due to the proximity of his residence to the store location.  Mr. Hall thought that there would be no conflict.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
The applicant was present but did not wish to speak.  There was no opposition.
There being no public comments, the meeting was continued.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve an Alcohol License Application submitted by Sangita Patel, representing the Bottom’s Up Liquor Store for the retail sale of beer/wine/liquor located at 4070-B Hwy. 41 N., Byron, Georgia.
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Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve FY2013 Water Fund debt write-off of $17,855.28 and the Waste Collection (Sanitation) debt write-off of $9,825.43; $0 for Solid Waste Disposal (Landfill).  Every effort will continue to be made to collect this bad debt.  The Board commended the staff for their efforts collecting on the accounts.  Chairman Stalnaker recognized Terry Dietsch, Superintendent of the Landfill, for having zero bad debts at the Landfill.  Mr. Dietsch introduced payment clerk Sherry McAtee and thanked her for her efforts.  Chairman Stalnaker also recognized Jeff Chandler, Utilities Service Manager, for his efforts in the Water Department’s billing department. 
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the following FY2013 year-end budget adjustments:

General Fund (100):


Increase Expenditures:


Data Processing/MIS

1535-51.1100
Regular Employees
$   6,400






1535-51.1300
Overtime

$   1,650


Risk Management-Health
1555-51.2100
Group Insurance
$ 63,725


Audit



1561-52.1200
Professional Services
$   7,180


Other



1599-57.2000
Payments to Other 

Agencies          
$   2,630


Clerk of Superior Court
2180-52.2200
Repairs & Maint.
$ 12,800






2180-52.3200
Communications
$   3,620






2180-52.3400
Printing & Binding
$   1,530






2180-53.1100
General Supplies & 

                                                                                    Materials         
$   3,100


Clerk of State Court

2310-51.1100
Regular Employees
$   4,500


Probate Court


2450-51.1200
Temporary Employees$   3,255


Juvenile Court


2600-52.3900
Other


$ 16,028


EMS Ambulance Service
3600-53.1270
Gasoline

$ 13,900


Coroner


3700-51.1200
Temporary Employees$   4,050






3700-52.1200
Professional Services
$   6,400


HEMA Code Red

3921-52.1200
Professional Services
$ 50,625






3921-52.2200
Repairs & Maint.
$   2,725






3921-52.3200
Communications
$          5






3921-53.1100
General Supplies &

                                                                                     Materials        
$    5,200






3921-53.1230
Electricity

$    4,200


Public Health


5110-52.3900
Other


$    3,400






5110-53.1270
Gasoline

$    1,360


Other Vendor Payments
5452-52.3900
Other (Pauper’s 

                                                                                     Funeral)
            $    2,300


Recreation


6100-52.1200
Professional Services
$       575

Agricultural Resources
7130-54.2200
Vehicles

$  22,425

Planning & Zoning

7400-52.3300
Advertising

$    1,910

Economic Development
7520-52.3200
Communications
$       275









Total
$245,768


Decrease Expenditures:


Sheriff



3300-51.2100
Group Insurance          $66,985


Jail Operations

3326-51.2100
Group Insurance
$100,000









Total
$166,985
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Increase Revenues:





Prior Year Fund Balance - Supervision Fees      $ 16,028





Prior Year Fund Balance - Code Red

     $ 62,755









Total
     $ 78,783
SPLOST Fund (320):


Increase Expenditures:


Tax Assessor


1550-53.1600
Small Equipment
$     18,711


Public Buildings

1565-52.2200
Repairs & Maint.        $       2,578


Clerk of Superior Court
2180-54.2500
Other Equipment
$       2,381


Sheriff



3300-54.2200
Vehicles

$     29,593


Highways & Streets

4200-54.1400
Infrastructure

$8,997,292


Intergovernmental SPLOST
4960-52.1200
Professional Services
$          500






4960-57.1001
Centerville-

                                                                                     Intergovernmental      $     12,323                                                                          







Total

$9,063,378

Decrease Expenditures:


E-911



3800-54.2500
Other Equipment
$      53,263


Intergovernmental SPLOST
4960-57.1002
Perry-

                                                                                    Intergovernmental
$      12,823








Total

$      66,086


Increase Revenues:






Prior Year Fund Balance-SPLOST 
 $8,997,292
Internal Service Fund (600):


Increase Expenditures:


Risk Management (Health)
1555-52.1200
Professional Services
 $    140,510


Increase Revenues:






600-13-3601
Retained Earnings-

Health                           $    140,510

Chairman Stalnaker commented on the positive outcome of the FY2013 fiscal year and thanked department heads and employees for their efforts.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,552,874.37.

Chairman Stalnaker reminded everyone that there will be a special called meeting at 12:30 p.m. on Monday, July 29th in the Commissioners Board Room of the County Annex  Building in Warner Robins to adopt the 2013 Tax Levy.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson to add Item #8 Right-of-Way Deed for the Ivie properties on Feagin Mill Road to the agenda.
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Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson to add Item #9 Emergency Repair Bids for Barrett and East Flournoy Roads to the agenda.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson to add Item #10 Executive Session for Personnel and Attorney/Client Matters to the agenda.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Right-of-Way Deed concerning Ivie Mini Warehouses, Inc. for the widening of Feagin Mill Road Phase 2 (from Houston Lake Road to Moody Road).  The properties in question are described as follows:

All those tracts or parcels of land situate, lying and being in Land Lot 194 of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, being known as Parcel 139 as shown on Drawing Nos. RW-6 and RW-7 as “PARCEL 139 REQ’D R/W KC10100” containing 0.103 acre, 4,480.66 square feet, as Parcel 143 as shown on Drawing No. RW-7 as “PARCEL 143 REQ’D R/W KC10103 containing 0.033 acre, 1,434.87 square feet and as Parcel 148 as shown on Drawing Nos. RW-7 and RW-8 as “PARCEL 148 REQ’D R/W KC10109 containing 0.034 acre, 1,462.66 square feet and as Parcel 150 shown on Drawing No. RW-8 as “PARCEL 150 REQ’D R/W KC10111” containing 0.027 acre, 1,176.97 square feet according to right-of-way plans for Houston County, Georgia Public Works Department Right-of-Way Plans for Feagin Mill Road Improvements Phase 2 (from Houston Lake Road to Moody Road) prepared by Stantec, dated February 21, 2012, on file at the office of the Houston County Public Works, 2018 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, Georgia.  Said Right-of-Way plans and the record thereof are incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.

Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar briefed the Board on the necessary repairs resulting from recent storm water damage to three County Roads.  We had received approximately five inches of rain within a four hour span that caused major culvert damage on Barrett Road, East Flournoy Road and Scott Road.  The work for Barrett Road would be performed by Southern Concrete Construction, Inc. for $90,000; the East Flournoy Road work to be performed by John R. Walker, Inc. for $90,309; and the Houston County Roads & Bridges Department will self-perform the necessary work on Scott Road.  Of the seven contractors solicited, Southern Concrete Construction and John R. Walker were the only firms who could perform the jobs in the prescribed two week time-frame.  All three roads are closed for traffic until the repairs are made.  Chairman Stalnaker commented that the repairs would be covered by the FY2014 Stormwater budget and that these roads need to be opened as soon as possible before schools begin session.  Mr. Walker asked Mr. Dunbar if the time-frame was feasible.  Mr. Dunbar stated that as a part of the contracts the repairs should be completed by Friday, July 26.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve two bids; one with Southern Concrete Construction, Inc. for $90,000.00 for emergency repair of storm damage to Barrett Road and a contract with John R. Walker, Inc. for $90,309.00 for repairs to East Flournoy Road.  As a part of the agreement, the roads will be required to be opened no later than Friday, July 26, 2013.  Chairman Stalnaker is authorized to sign all contract documents.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  

There being no public comments, the hearing was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.
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There being no comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to enter into an Executive Session for Personnel and Attorney/Client matters.

No action was taken by the Board upon returning from executive session.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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